
  

 Parish Crier    September 2011     www.christchurchbabylon.com 

 

 

PRESORTED 
STANDARD 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

BABYLON, N.Y. 
PERMIT NO. 43 

Christ Church Parish 
12 Prospect Street 
Babylon, New York  11702 

Dated Material— 
Useless if delayed! 

 

 
12 Prospect Street, Babylon, New York 

631-661-5757 

 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

  
   7:40 AM  Morning Prayer 
   8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 10:00 AM   Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

 
 
 
 

 
Mother Clare Nesmith 

Priest-in-Charge 

 

Officers and Staff 

 Wardens 
Daria Williams, Pat Morales 

 
Vestry  

Don Candelora, Bob Norman, Kristin Carter, 
Mike Walls, Linda Slack, 

Bob Cunningham, Martha Richardson,  
Kevin Cruze, Kathy Hannan 

 

Treasurer:  Peter Silvestri 
Secretary:  Terry Kruse 
Minister of Music:  Nancy Hemendinger 
Crier Editor:   Daria Williams 

Christian Education Classes: 
 Pre-K through Grade 6 9:30 am 
 Adult    9:00 am 

VOL. XXIX, NO. 5                        September 2011 
PUBLISHED MONTHLY 



  

 Parish Crier    September 2011     www.christchurchbabylon.com 

From the Senior Warden . . . 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

Customarily, the inside cover of The Parish Crier is reserved for a message from our priest-in-charge or  

rector.  For the past three years, the Senior Wardens, Nora Seplavy and I, have attempted to inform and inspire 

you on this introductory page of the newsletter. 

I am very happy that in our next edition of our parish newsletter, the inside front cover will be turned over to 

the authorship of our new Priest-in-Charge, Mother Clare Nesmith.  Like the sermons she has already delivered to 

our parish during her visits as a supply priest, her words are sure to make you think and help you to become 

closer to Christ. 

While many were on hiatus this summer, the lay leadership of your parish has been busy at work.  Not only 

were things put into place for a smooth transition for our new pastoral leader, but many things have been done to 

improve the physical plant of our parish home: 

● A new front walkway was installed (thanks to Don Candelora and Pat Morales) 

● The priest’s office has was refreshed and renewed (thanks to Kevin Cruze) 

● The entrance-way to the priest’s office was painted (thanks to Mike Walls and Kevin Cruze) 

● The Bishops’ pictures, previously hung in the Narthex, are being re-framed and re-hung in a new area in the 

office hallway 

● A vegetable garden, with plants started by our Sunday School students, was maintained  and yielded  

cucumbers and squash (thanks to Terry Kruse) 

● A structural survey of the roof and cupola was performed and plans are underway to make the necessary  

replacement of the roof 

● Curtains in the Sacristy were cleaned and re-hung (thanks to Helen Regina and Diane Reiners) 

● The rear stairwell was cleaned out (thanks to Kevin Cruze) 

● The carpets in the offices were cleaned and the restroom floor tiles were steam-cleaned 

● New, more safe panic-bar doors have been installed at the rear and side entrances of the building 

 

A group of parishioners and friends attended a performance of “A Chorus Line” at Bay Way Arts Center in 

East Islip.  It was a wonderful performance, enjoyed by all.  We thank Celeste Scalco for organizing this fund-

raiser. 

We celebrated the awarding of the rank of Eagle Scout to Stephen Morrison on July 30.  Congratulations, 

Stephen!  Well done! 

We had a wonderful Thank You celebration on July 31 for Fr. Peverley’s ministry for the past three years as 

supply priest.  We again thank him for leading us in worship and providing support and advice to our lay leader-

ship. 

Paul Reiners and Ana Henriquez were married in a wonderful wedding ceremony on August 13.  We wish 

them a most happy and blessed life together! 

In August, we had Morning Prayer services at both 8 and 10 am, led by many of our Eucharistic ministers and 

lay readers.  On these two Sundays, we shared an opportunity to worship together and utilize pages of the prayer 

book that we don’t often read as a community. 

And, although Mother Clare does not officially begin as our Priest-in-Charge until September 1, she has spent 

countless hours with the wardens and members of the vestry, getting to know us and learning about Christ 

Church.  She has met with our Parish Secretary, Terry Kruse, as well as our Minister of Music, Nancy  

Hemendinger.  She has met with the members of the choir, as well as various other leaders of the parish.  There is 

no doubt that Mother Clare will hit the ground running when she begins her new ministry in September. 

Please come to meet and greet our new priest and make her feel welcome as a member of our Christ Church  

Family!  As always, please join us for worship and fellowship each Sunday . . . 

Yours in Christ, 

Daria Williams, Warden 
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Welcome Mother Clare! 

 

 
Christ Church Parish, a staple in the 

community of Babylon for over 140 

years, welcomes The Reverend  

Elizabeth Clare Nesmith as its new 

Priest-In-Charge. 

Ready “to make a joyful noise to the 

Lord in worship and service,” Mother 

Clare comes to Christ Church with 

many qualifications.  She holds a 

Bachelor of Science degree in Music 

Education and a Master of Music in 

Vocal Performance and Literature.  As a professionally trained soprano, she has sacred and 

secular choral and solo experience.   Mother Clare received her Master of Divinity degree 

from the General Theological Seminary in New York in 2005.  She served as a curate at St. 

John's of Lattingtown Episcopal Church in Locust Valley and most recently was Executive 

Director and Deputy for Stewardship for Episcopal Charities of Long Island, Diocese of 

Long Island, in Garden City, NY., where she had a proven track record as a fund-raiser and 

stewardship leader.  Partner these professional attributes with her warm and welcoming 

personality and Christ Church now has a pastor who works hard at fostering relationships 

that fulfill God's commandments to "Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 

thy soul, and with all thy mind....Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." 

Describing her liturgical style as "dignified but not stuffy," Mother Clare hopes to bring 

to worship a "sense of wonder, joy, praise, and playfulness at times."  For her, "everything 

flows from worship."  Certainly her uplifting and lilting voice, with a hint of her Georgia 

upbringing, draws one into the homily she is delivering or into conversation.  Eager to  

familiarize herself with the Parish, Mother Clare has been getting to know the parishioners, 

meeting with members of the Vestry, Lay ministry leaders, and congregants.  Cognizant of 

her role in pastoral care, she feels listening and simply being with the person in need of 

support is the most important way to engage in that care. maintain a quiet, stable existence, 

but now with the appointment of Mother Clare, the hopes and dreams of the parish will 

have pastoral leadership with which to partner.  Putting a face on Christ Church in the 

community is one of Mother Clare's goals.  Providing a vital and energetic leadership for 

the body of Christ as enhanced by the Parish, Mother Clare wants to empower the congre-

gation to take its gifts and assets out into the community and invite others to join its  

worship environment.    

Continues. . .  

Photo by Kevin Cruze 
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In our search for a pastor, we prayed that "we may receive a faithful pastor, who will 

care for your people and equip us for our ministries."  Mother Clare Nesmith is that person.  

Both the congregation and Mother Clare are filled with anticipation and excitement at the 

prospects this new endeavor will produce.   

Mother Clare will officially join Christ Church on September 1, 2011 and celebrate her 

first Eucharists on Sunday, September 4th at the 8o'clock and 10o'clock services.  The 

church has designated Sunday, September 18, 2011 as Welcome Home Sunday.  There will 

be one service that day at 9:30 AM.  It is hoped that a "joyful" noise will resound through-

out the church community and its local environs as we welcome our new priest and  

anticipate a rejuvenation of service and worship. 

--Aileen Reuther 

Welcome Home Sunday 
 

September 18, 2011 

9:30 am service 
Brunch to follow 

Sunday School registration 

 

 

Bring your family .  .  . 

Bring your friends . . . 

Bring a newcomer . . . 

before you go to the Argyle Fair! 
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Sunday, October 2, 2011 

 

Bishop Provenzano 

will visit us and preach  

at  our 10 am service 

 

Confirmation will also be 

held at this service 

Summer Outreach 
 

 

Summer is a down time for Outreach, but we did start our “All American Collectionò which has been 

quite successful.  Anyone who would still like to contribute underwear or toiletries for residents of the 

veterans’ shelter can still do so until Oct 30th.  

 

We continue to collect “old” eyeglasses for the Lions Club. Non-perishable food donations are always 

needed by the local food pantries we help supply and are gladly accepted at any time. Some of our own 

outreach families have needed a little extra help this year, so donations of food store gift cards are always 

welcome to replenish our stock.  

 

We thank the Pilot Club of Babylon for their recent donation of six “fully-loaded” backpacks for some 

of the children of our Outreach families. e are grateful for their generous donations to our program. 

Our parish is about to embark on a “different journey” with a new pastoral leader at the “helm.”  This 

will be an exciting time for a new beginning for our church family. In keeping with the theme of “new 

beginnings,” the Outreach committee plans to forge ahead with our plans to coordinate an organ donation 

campaign. Watch for more details to be shared in the near future.  Please give some prayerful thought to 

being an organ donor so that someone else may have the gift of a “new beginning.”   

 

Enjoy the final days of summer! 

--Celeste Scalco 
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Record rains had fallen during a stormy 
two days. The rain had finally stopped, yet 
storm clouds still filled the sky.  

 
My  emot i ons 
m a t c h e d  t h e  
unsettled weather: 
I felt disconnected 
f r o m  G o d ,  
having focused 
too much on the 

job, neglecting my prayer life. Too stressed 
about the job to sit still and pray, I traveled 
to the beach. 
 
As I drove over the Robert Moses Cause-
way Bridge, the clouds broke and the soft 
evening sunlight streamed through. 
 
I parked at Field 5. The area was unusually 
quiet: not many people were at the beach 
this early August evening,  
 
I set off on the walkway toward the Fire Is-
land Lighthouse.  My 
sneakers softly echoed 
on the meandering 
boardwalk. Twisting 
and turning, it led me 
over fields and marsh-
land, the water level 
high from all the recent 
rain. A skimmer bug 
broke the surface of 
the still water, creating 
four separate circles of 
ripples, intersecting as the bug moved 
quickly forward over the water. 
At first, I thought it was too quiet, and then I 
became more aware of the symphony of 

nature all around me: The chirping of crick-
ets was a constant companion as I walked. 
The distant crash of the ocean waves on 
the shore beyond the dunes could be 
heard. A red-wing blackbird sang out its 
song, while the seagulls called out to each 
other. 
 
As I continued along the path, I felt my 
stress level go down. My eyes were 
opened to the wonders around me.  
 
F resh  deer 
tracks in the 
sand showed a 
doe and her 
baby had re-
cently traveled 
through the 
area.  
 
The edges of the beach grass softly moved 
in the mild breeze while Swallows darted 
over the field chasing dinner. 
 
A March Hawk soared in the distance. An 
ant crossed in front of me, carrying a spider 
twice its size. Two dragonflies danced in 
the sun, and an orange Monarch Butterfly 
landed gently on the bush next to me. 
 
Walking back to the car, I was much 
calmer, and felt a reconnection to God. I 
reflected that what I had experienced this 
evening was akin to a prayer walk ï a quiet 
Walk with God in the Ordinary.  

Diane L. DeBlasio 
August 21, 2011 

 
 

A Prayer Walk at Fire Island National Seashore 
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Happy Birthday to: 

Keely & Mark Harris 
Rachelle & Chris Scharf 
Kristin & Michael Olsen 
Jennifer & Arthur Tracy 
Bonnie & Lars Hedstrom 

Nora & Bob Seplavy 
Jen & Steve Ramnarace 

Danielle & Richard Longwell 
Sally & Bill Wilson 

Denise & John Scharf 
Shannon & Peter Palmieri 

Lynda & Andrew Soldo 
 
 

Happy Anniversary to: 

For the Marriage of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Reiners 
For the new pastoral ministry of Mother Clare 

 
We pray for the safety of our Men and Women in 

 the Armed Forces of the United States 
 

         In Our Parish Family 

Flowers 
 June 19  .........  Daniel Zawyrucha 
                                         John Howard Williams 
 June 26  .........  Emily Anderson 
 July 3  .........  Jennie Zawyrucha 
 July 10  .........  Marion Close 
 July 17  .........  Mary Covert 
 July 24  .........  Margaret Cunningham 
 July 31  .........  In honor of Boy Scout Eagle 

Stephen Morrison 
 August 7  .........  Loreign Fishel 
 August 14  .........  In honor of the marriage of  

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Reiners 
 August 21  .........  Alice Franklin 
 August 28  .........  Margaret Friedman 
 
Candles 
 June 19  .........  Henrietta Frances Meyer 
 July 17  .........  Jennette Wigton 
 August 21  .........  Blanch Larzelike 
   
Bread 
 July 3  .........  Mary Agnes Vogel 
 August 7  .........  Anna Meisinger 
 
Wine 
 July 10  .........  Florence OôNeil 
 August 7  .........  Nellie Grace Smith 
 
Candles 
 May 1  .........  Howard Tompkins 
 May 29  .........  Emma Mathews 
 June 19  .........  Henrietta Frances Meyer 
 
Sanctuary Lamp 
 July 24  .........  Lila B. Paton 
 August 28  .........  Augusta Lieb 
 
  

Glora Johnston 

Chynna Chung 

Elizabeth Griebling 

Aidan Davids 

Edward Santangelo 

Fred Speacht 

Richard Menchini 

Martha Speech 

Diane Walls 

Jeanine Candelora 

Carol Velardi 

Jen Ramnarace 

Megan Thomas 

Darren Cunningham 

Kathy DeBlasio 

Thomas Conner 

Melanie Candelora 

Sarah Tracy 

Kiara  Hannan 

Bill Wilson 

Bill Johnston 

Aileen Reuther 

Martha Richardson 

Linda Slack 

Don Candelora 

Mariertta Menchini 

Art Conner 

Denise Scharf 

Scott Boning 

Jennifer Tracy 

Kristin Olsen 

Matt Scalco 

Christopher Kruse 

Brendan Shepard  

Nathaniel Boning 

Kayla Soldo 

Mother Clare Nesmith 

Dave Davids 

Kayliegh Fanelli 

Carter Palmieri 

Marie Codella 

Bonnie Hedstrom 

Dawn Lucas 

John Scharf 

Renee Codella 

Connie Hoernel 

Peter Silvestri 

Ellen Conner 

Kristin Carter 

Arthur Tracy 

Alexander Kruse 

Keith Slack 

Shami Whyte 

Steven Morrison 

Sheldon Whyte 

Olivia Koerner 

Randy Ramnarace 

Kaeden Hannan 

Al 

Annette 

Bill 

Bob 

Catherine 

Connie 

Diane 

Elizabeth 

Fr. Peverley 

Francesca 

Genie 

Glenn 

Harry 

Ian 

Kevin 

Kim 

Lydia 

Maria 

Mike 

Mo. Paulette Schiff 

Muriel 

Pat 

Rachael 

Rich 

Robert 

Rose 

Scott 

Sunny 
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Remember Christ Episcopal Church in Your Will 

Bequests may be made in the following form: 

I hereby give, devise and bequeath to Christ Church Parish, a corporation  
organized and existing under the laws of the State of New York, and having 
its principal office 12 Prospect Street at South Carll Avenue, Babylon, New 
York [here state the nature or amount of the gift.] 
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(The FINANCIAL piece of Time, Talent and Treasure)  

August income: Pledges (envelopes) $ 5,717   

  Weekly plate (non-envelopes) 781   

  Building rental 70   

 Blessings Box 38  

Total income--August    $6,606 

    

August expenses     $11,458 

 

Shortfall for month of August     ($ 4,852) 

 

Shortfall for 2009 through August 31   ($31,879) 

 

So, where do we stand financially? 

 

As of the end of August, our expenses for the year exceed our 

income by almost $32,000.  Where do we find that $32,000?  

 

Did we get a bailout?  Well, in a sense, YES.  We are fortunate 

to have had endowmentsðfunds left to us by former parish-

ioners in their bequests in their estates.  But, that fund is 

quickly being depleted.  In 2007 and 2008, the funds were depleted by approximately 

$80,000 each year.  The endowments are  not going to last us much longer.   

 

But, it is time now for our current parishioners to bail ourselves out by generous giving 

to the parish.  We can close our gap between expenses and income by your commitment 

to our parish and a strong financial pledge. 
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 Recycle 
 

 

An evening show  in July. . .  
 

For òFUNd and Fellowshipó 
for the benefit at Christ Church  

 
 

To be held at Bay Way Theatre in 
East Islip  

 
Friday, July 22  

8:00 pm  
 

$25 per person  

 

Thereôs a lot going on at Christ Church! 

Going Green  

brings in  

$$$Green$$$  

for our youth group 

Please keep those ink and laser 

 cartridges and cell phones 

coming! 


