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From the Senior Warden . . . 
As a gardener, I looked at the snow-covered garden beds this past winter, and wondered if the 

bulbs and plants of past seasons would survive the cold, frozen ground.  Now, as the days are 

longer, the temperature is on the rise, and I look forward to basking in the warmth of the sun. 

I feel renewed and full of hope!  I reflect on the past months and, as a woman of Faith, know 

that God has been at work, nurturing His gifts from the earth until they are ready to emerge in 

the spring.  

Just as God has placed the buds on the trees and shrubs now give us Hope for the warmer weather of 

spring, God has also given us great Hope for the future of Christ Church!  Inspired by Faith through prayer, 

the parish profile was created.  The profile is a self-study to identify who we are and what we want in a  

future pastoral leader.  Our journey has been long; we have been patient, and we have been tested.   

TOGETHER, we have kept our parish family going, continued and grown our ministries, and have done 

much self-reflection.   

As many of you know, parish members of the Vestry, Profile, and Search committees have recently met 

with Canon John Betit, Canon to the Ordinary and Diocesan Transition Minister, to discuss our options  

going forward in our search process.  After a lengthy and thoughtful discussion among the 20+ people at the 

meeting, the baton was passed to the Vestry to decide how to proceed. 

The Vestry, the elected representatives of the parish, took its responsibility seriously at its meeting on 

March 14th, at which members thoughtfully and prayerfully discussed the options Canon Betit had presented 

to us.   The simple truth:  We cannot afford to call a full-time rector.  Therefore, with a quorum present, the 

following resolution was unanimously passed: 

We acknowledge that we are unable at this time, due to financial restraints, to call a 

full time priest. We do not wish to pursue a yoked ministry (that being 2 churches with  

1 priest).  We are open to collaborative/ regional or half-time/bi-vocational options.  

We would like to explore these and we will notify Canon Betit that we would like to  

explore these two options and we look forward to further information about them. 

To simplify, we have narrowed our search options to two: 

1.  A collaborative/regional ministry with, possibly, two priests serving three neighboring 

churches.  We, as Christ Church Babylon, will maintain our own identity and ministries, while  

giving us greater opportunities to broaden our ministries collaboratively. 

2. A part-time priest who has another part-time vocation or one who is does not desire to serve a 

parish on a full-time basis. 

Both of these options need to be fully explored.   You have acknowledged that you are ready to grow 

the garden.  The Vestry is ready to plant the seeds.  God is always ready to nourish what we plant.  Please 

continue with your patience and your prayers. 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: 

Look graciously on Christ Church,  

and so guide the minds of those who will choose 

pastoral leadership for this parish, 

that we may receive a faithful pastor, 

who will care for your people, 

and be a partner in our ministries; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Yours in Christ, 

 Daria Williams, Warden 
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Wednesdays: March 16, 23, 30, April 6, 13, 20:                      
            Lenten Program: 

 Lenten Soup Supperééééé..éé.5:30 pm 

 Lenten Programééééééééé  6:00 pm 

                             Complineéééé..éééé.....é.... 7:00 pm 

 

Friday, April 15:         Stations of the Crossééé...éé......7:30 pm 

                               

                                   

                                       Sunday of the Passion: 

                    Palm Sunday Morning 

 
Sunday, April 17: Morning Prayerééééé.................  7:40 am 

     Liturgy of the Palms:  

                                           HE Rite I.................................................8:00 am                                

 HE Rite IIéééé.éé..éééé...10:00 am 

 

Monday, April 18:   Evening Prayer in Chapelééé..é..7:30 pm 

Tuesday, April 19:   Evening Prayer in Chapelééé..é..7:30 pm 

 

Thursday, April 21:     Liturgy of the Dayéééééé.........7:30 pm 

Maundy Thursday   
 

Through the Night is the Vigil over the Pre-Sanctified Gifts 

 

Friday, April 22:  Liturgy of the Dayéé.....9:30 am & 7:30 pm 

Good Friday            (HE from the Pre-Sanctified Gifts)  

 

Saturday, April 23:   Evening Prayeré.ééé..é.....éé.5:00 pm 

                                      

                                     Sunday of the Resurrection: 

                    Easter Sunday Morning 
Sunday, April 24:  Morning Prayerééééé........é.é7:40 am 
   HE Rite I: ééééééééé...........8:00 am 
   HE Rite II:ééééééééééé.10:00 am 
     

Sunday, May 1:  Second Sunday of Easter: éé.....é....9:30 am 
           (One service)  
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Diane L. DeBlasio 

March 1, 2011  

I hung up the phone, letting my son, Mike, know 

that we wouldnôt be heading toward my parentôs 

with dinner as we had planned. We looked at all the 

food: there was a lot, and it was a meal we couldnôt 

freeze.  

 

ñHey, letôs invite Bobby over to help us eat it!ò 

Mike suggested, referring to his ever-hungry friend.  

 

Bobby graciously accepted the impromptu invite, 

and joined Mike and I at the kitchen table for an 

informal supper. Conversation was light-hearted, 

the boys (excuse me, young men) retold school 

days and Boy Scout stories. They  even let slip in a 

story which I hadnôt heard before but they figured 

ten years out was safe enough to tell me now.  

 

We finished the meal in good spirits. Noticing 

Bobby was still hungry, I started listing things he 

could have for dessert. When the list got down to 

the offer of ice cream, Bobby shared that ice cream 

was a treat he couldnôt resist, and cheerfully  

accepted the offer.  

 

Mike stood up, and walked over to the refrigerator. 

I knew that there were at least three different con-

tainers in the freezer. Mike opened the freezer door, 

then started to call out the names of what was in-

side. 

 

ñThereôs French Silk...ò 

 

ñOh, yeah! Thatôs what I want!ò was Bobbyôs quick 

reply. 

 

ñésherbet, Strawberryò, Mike continued. 

 

ñNo, I want the French Silkò, Bobby was firm on 

his choice. 

 

It had all happened so fast. Mike had broken The 

Ice Cream Rule: French Silk was Momôs Ice 

Cream. My kids knew this container was Off Lim-

its, and Not to Touch the French Silk.  I felt a panic 

coming on ï how to get out of the offer politely, 

with grace? Unfortunately, there was no reneging 

the deal, Bobby would have to get a bowl of the 

flavor he requested.  And I was having a problem 

with that. 

 

Somewhat detached, I examined my reaction: pos-

sessive, even though it was a brand new container. 

Granted, the container advertised twelve servings, 

and even though I never seemed to get more than 

six out of the box, I would have had five left, but, 

hey, it was my ice cream! 

 

Sometimes, I picture Godôs face with bushy eye-

brows, outlining his face so I could read his expres-

sion. At this particular moment, they were raised 

upright, one slightly higher than the other, the ex-

pression on His face saying, ñYouôre kidding me, 

right?ò 

 

My selfishness took me a little by surprise: I 

thought of myself as a generous person. I gave 

money, food and clothes to charities, time to others. 

But, did I give with all my heart? No, to be honest, I 

didnôt. I still held back. Not only my worldly pos-

sessions, but with myself as well. 

 

This will be an interesting Lent, as I use this season 

to try to listen to God more, and open myself to 

what else He has to show me. 

 

Oh no! If God wants me to share everything, does 

this include the ñgoodò chocolate I have hidden in 

the top cabinet?  

The Bowl of Ice Cream Lesson 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidéBCP 
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Journey Through Lent with the Presiding Bishop 
 

 

 

 For our Lenten study this year we have chosen the book ñA Wing and a Prayerò by  

Katharine Jefferts Schori.  The book is a collection of sermons by the Presiding 

Bishop edited into a book.  The publisher has provided a study guide for all six 

weeks of the Lenten Season.  However, we will only be conducting five study  

sessions.  The program will begin on Wednesday March 16 and continue on 

Wednesdays though April 20. 

 

 Each Wednesday will start in Square Hall with a simple meal of soup and 

bread at 5:30 p.m.  The program will start at 6:00 p.m. and last for approximately 

an hour.  Each week, a different member of the congregation will facilitate the  

discussion using the study guide.  Since choir rehearsals start at 7:00 p.m. member 

of the choir will leave the program at that time.  However, others are encourages to 

stay and continue the discussion if they so desire. 

 

 A few members of the church have already read this book and are excited to join in the discussion 

sessions.  I must admit that I had been puzzled how this particular bishop had seemingly been picked out of 

obscurity and thrust into the international spotlight by her elevation to Presiding Bishop.  My puzzlement 

disappeared when I had the opportunity to hear her preach at Christ Church, Las Vegas a few years ago.  

She is a dynamic speaker and an even more dynamic thinker.  She is able to provide perspectives to  

complicated issues which give insight and encourage dialogue. 

 

 Come and join with us as we explore this ñMessage of Faith and Hopeò from our Presiding Bishop. 

 

--Kevin H. Cruze 
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Our ñSweets and Feetsò collection was a great success again this year providing well over 50 pairs of 

shoes and multiple bags of candy to be included in Helping Hands of West Islipôs Valentineôs Day project. 

Thank you to all who donated. 

The eyeglass collection in collaboration with The Lions Club continues and, to date, I have made  

several trips to donate the eyeglasses we have collected. Please continue to re-cycle you glasses in this 

manneréthey bring the gift of sight to so many! 

 We are currently collecting womenôs work clothes for Dress for Success. This organization 

helps many women get back on their feet by advising them in work and interviewing skills and 

providing them with suitable clothing to go to work. They request clothing to be 

ñfashionableò and to be delivered on hangers if possible. Clothing requested includes 

dresses, skirts, tops, pants (no jeans), handbags, shoes and jewelry.   Our delivery date 

will be Motherôs Day weekend, so please have all donations in by April 30. 

Due to the enormity of the recent disasters in Japan, we have notified our Outreach fami-

lies that our Easter Outreach would be scaled back somewhat this year to allow us to 

prepare for our upcoming relief effort for the Japanese. We will provide Easter baskets 

for the younger children and will also supply food gift cards to each family to allow for 

them to purchase (at least) a special ñdessert treatò for their familyôs Easter Sunday din-

ner. Please see the display in the Narthex requesting baskets. We will also be asking for 

additional food store gift cards in the hopes that we can provide some extra food money 

for the families at Easter, and possibly have a few extra cards for distribution later this year.  As always, 

we thank you for your continued generous support of our programs.   

--Celeste Scalco 

 

During Lent, help those in need around the world, 
especially those in need after the disasters in Japan 
by donating to Episcopal Relief and Development.  
 
You can donate online or by mail.  Even more  
convenient, you can donate by placing bills and 
coin into the water cooler jug in the Narthex.  
 
On Palm Sunday, we will have a special collection 
for Japan relief.  Further details to follow.  
 
 

In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this 

way we must help the weak and remember the words of the 

Lord Jesus, how he himself said, óIt is more blessed to give 

than to receive.ôò  Acts 20:35 
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The Vestry--from the Vestry Clerkôs Point of View . . . 

Let's face it! One of the reasons we are able to 

worship at Christ Church Parish each Sunday is be-

cause of the Vestry. As much as many of us, myself 

included, might like to think of our church as just a 

religious institution, it is also a business organiza-

tion, and like any business, it needs to be run  

efficiently and by a group of knowledgeable indi-

viduals. But it is a church, and the Holy Spirit has 

permeated the church library, the "boardroom" and 

the result is a Vestry that is God-centered and  

endeavoring to do "all such good works as thou hast 

prepared for us to walk in."  

This isn't written meaning to preach. I'm far from 

qualified to do so nor do I feel that it is my place to 

do. Instead, it is a belated Valentine, an accolade, 

an eye-witness testimony to a group of people 

whose names appear weekly on the back of the 

church bulletin, who are doing a wonderful job.  

My story is a simple one, an ordinary one. Daria 

Williams, who has served for several years in many 

capacities on various Vestries and is now the Senior 

Warden of this one, asked me if I would consider 

being the Vestry Clerk. I would have to attend the 

monthly meetings, take the minutes at any  

unscheduled meetings, and be the keeper of THE 

SEAL. ( Yes, the church has an official document 

seal.) All I heard when she asked was  

COMMITMENT and FRUSTRATION. I admit, I 

wished I hadn't been asked, but as I thought about it 

I saw some things that appealed to me. I like to type 

on the computer. Having been a middle school Eng-

lish teacher, I like to organize the written word 

( now that I don't have to do so for 120 essays on a 

weekly basis). I figured I might be helpful, but 

mostly I just didn't want to say no. So I agreed. 

Armed with my lap top, an extension cord, and a 

pad of yellow lined paper as backup, I attended my 

first Vestry meeting as clerk. But this isn't about 

me. This is about how what I volunteered to do 

gave me a gift I wasn't aware, as a church member, 

that I had.  

Maybe it's the vantage point of sitting and listening 

intently that has added to my esteem of this group. 

At each meeting there is a previously prepared 

agenda that is closely followed. Mindful of the 

power of prayer, each meeting begins with an 

Opening Prayer and ends with a Closing Prayer; 

sometimes Compline is said at the end of the offi-

cial meeting. Everyone is courteous to one another. 

Everyone is respectful of one another. They laugh 

together. They are sometimes saddened together. 

They work through that meeting's agenda, address-

ing and discussing each point. Everyone has the  

opportunity to participate in a discussion at their 

comfort level. There are acknowledgments given to 

various individuals and groups. Many "Thank-

Yous" are given to individual congregants and 

groups and are contained in the minutes. Correspon-

dence is gone over. Committee reports are made. 

Old and New business is addressed. Current issues 

are addressed. As I sit there trying to catch all of the 

verbal action with the keys of my lap top, I am 

struck by how proud I am of these people. Here is a 

group of people with no special training in church 

affairs, no special worthiness, no being tapped on 

the shoulder with a magic wand that they were the 

one and someone else wasn't. Did someone ask 

them to volunteer? Did they step up themselves? 

Were they timid initially and not sure they had any-

thing to really offer? There's a busy young mother, 

a school teacher, people with time consuming and 

demanding jobs in other fields. Commuters whose 

time is at the mercy of traffic. One or two is retired, 

but all are present, for whatever the initial reason, 

doing the tangible details of God's work which  

enables Christ Church to keep afloat.  

As complete as I try to make the minutes I type up, 

they don't do justice to the "soul" of The Vestry. 

These are individual people, just like you or me, 

who are making a difference together and are help-

ing to weave the fabric of Christ Church's strength 

through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. It must be 

that, because even I am glad that I didn't say no 

when asked to participate with the Vestry in some 

small way.  

By the way, the minutes are available for everyone's 

viewing through Terry at the Church Office. If you 

have a chance, take a look at what is being done 

behind the scenes that enables the religious action 

of Christ Church to unfold. And thank you Vestry 

members, for being there.  

--Aileen Reuther 
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Dance and exercise with Eni!  
 

Christ Church  

Sunday, April 3  --  2 pm 
 

All are welcome, especially beginners!  
 

$10 donation  
 

Please contact the parish office or sign up 
at church to reserve your spot!!  

 
Bring a Friend (or 2 or 3. . .)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Afternoon Tea  

at  
Christ Church  

 

Sunday, May 1 at 2 pm  
 

Food --  Raffles -- Guest floral designer 
speaker  

 
$10 donation  

 
Purchase your tickets at the Parish office  

 
Bring your Friends!!!  

Seating is limited  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 14 
(rain date Saturday, May  21) 

 

Start bringing in your bric-a-brac, books, 

and gently used toys (ready to sell) to the 

church, beginning right after Easter! 

 

Plants:  when sprucing up your garden, 

please slit some of your plants to sell at the 

fair, properly marked with name of plant 

and ñshade,ò ñpartial sun,ò or ñfull sunò 

 

Can you make some crafts for us to sell at 

the fair?  Share your gifts! 

Saturday, May 14 
(rain date Saturday, May  21) 

 

10ô  x 10ô area for  

you and your friends 

and neighbors to sell 

yard sale items 

 

Call the parish office at 661-5757  

to reserve your space 

Whatôs going on at Christ Church? 
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Spring Clean -up Day  

 

Saturday, May 7  

 

 

Saturday, April 16  
4-6 pm  

 
A couple of  hours to  clean 
and polish our sanctuary 
and prepare it for Easter  

 
While we work, we will take 

time out to pray.  
 

Followed by Pot Luck dinner  

Maundy Thursday,  

April 21  

through 

Good Friday, 

April 22  

 

Contact Youth Coordinator 

Kathy Hannan for 

information 

YOUTH  

An evening show  in July. . .  
 

For òFUNd and Fellowshipó 
for the benefit at Christ Church  

 
 

To be held at Bay Way Theatre in 
East Islip  

 
More information to follow.  

 
If  interested, please sign up in the 

Narthex or call the parish office  

 

Thereôs a lot going on at Christ Church! 
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Going Green  

brings in  

$$$Green$$$  

for our youth group 

Please keep those ink and laser 

 cartridges and cell phones coming! 

 Recycle 
 

This Little Light of Mine ï Iôm Gonna Let It Shine! 
 

Our next ñGo Greenò project is the replacement of the light bulbs in the sanctuary with LED bulbs.  

These bulbs will not only reduce our electric bills each month ï they should not need to be replaced for 

over 90 years.  We are asking people to purchase Performance LED Chandelier bulbs manufactured by 

FEIT Electric.  The particular bulbs we are requesting use only 3.5 watts of electricity but replace the stan-

dard 25 watt bulbs.  The SKU number is 0 17801 208090 2. These bulbs will fit into our chandeliers be-

cause they are narrow enough to allow the shades to be removed.  They come with a conversion base that 

allows the chandelier base to transform into a standard base as needed for our particular chandeliers.  

These LEDôs are more environmentally friendly than any CFL on the market. 

 

The bulbs are available at Lowes as well as on Amazon.com.  Feel free to also make monetary do-

nations using the ñGo Greenò envelopes or note ñGo Greenò or LED Bulbs on your check. 

It is not too late to 
submit your 2011 

pledge!  
 

Please support 
YOUR parish!  
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Around the Diocese . . .  
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Around the Diocese . . .  
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Around the Diocese . . .  
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Mardi Gras Pancake Dinner 

March 5, 2011 


