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From the Senior Warden . . . 

 

Before I assumed the position of Senior Warden for our parish, I was compelled to do a lot of personal  

reflection.  ñWas I up to the job?ò ñAm I spiritual enough to do this job?ò  ñIs my leadership style one 

that others will respond to?ò  were just some of the questions that went through my mind.  Although Nora 

Seplavy, former Senior Warden and I sometimes differed in thought and leadership style, her shoes are 

hard to fill.  I continually pray for help and guidance as I move along.  I appreciate your words of support 

and your prayers as we continue TOGETHER in the ministries of Christ Church. 

I would like to begin the new year with words of thanks to Nora Seplavy for her years of leadership as a 

vestry member and warden.  Her unselfish gifts of her time and her talent to our parish have been of  

benefit to us in uncounted ways.  Although she is ñretiredò (at least for this year) from the Vestry, Nora is 

taking on the leadership of our Education program, starting with Confirmation classes for our young 

adults.  Nora will also take the lead of the Search Committee as we proceed in our search for a rector. 

After considerable introspection and prayer, four women in our parish have stepped up to new positions.  

Aileen Reuther serves as Clerk of the Vestry; Kathy Hannan works with our young people as a volunteer 

Youth Group leader; and Linda Slack has begun a three-year term as Vestry member.  Pat Morales, who 

has served on the vestry for the past two years, now assumes the role of Junior Warden. 

Please pray for all of these women as they continue to serve in our Parish.  Also, please continue to keep 

the Vestry in your prayers. 

Our Parish Profile for our rector search process has now been submitted to the Rev. Canon John D. Betit, 

Canon to the Ordinary and Transition Ministry Officer.  Canon Betit has responded to the profile and 

stated that is ña joyful document.ò  The Vestry, Profile Committee, and Search Committee now need to 

complete a Ministry Portfolio, the tool the National Church uses to post openings in parishes.  We all give 

heartfelt thanks to members of the Profile Committee:  Shannon Palmieri, Beryl Menger, Don Candelora, 

Fred Reuther, Trevor Whyte, Jesse Candelora, Martha Richardson, and Diane DeBlasio, committee  

facilitator.  We also thank Fr. Peverley for his guidance and advice in the preparation of this document. 

On February 28, The Vestry and the Profile and Search committees will meet with Canon Betit to help us 

determine whether we will be calling a full- or part-time priest or share a priest with another parish.  We 

will weigh the pros and cons of each scenario to decide what would be the best fit for our parish,  

particularly in light of our strained financial condition.  Once we determine how we will post the clergy 

opening, we will place our profile on our website and begin receiving names.  Then the Search Committee 

will go to work, reviewing resumes and interviewing candidates.  We will keep you posted! 

While each of us is carrying on the various ministries of our parish, we will continue the steady presence 

of Fr. Peverley, who has served as ñour priestò for over two years.  We are very grateful to have him with 

us.   

So, during this transitional period in the life of our parish, keep the Faith, come to church, worship  

together, and pray for our wonderful parishðChrist Church Babylon. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Daria Williams, Warden 
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Hello Fellow Parishioners! 
 

 

I have agreed to become the youth ministry leader for our wonderful youth group of our ñhomeò here at 

Christ Church.  I am pleased to take on this voluntary position and have a vested interest in this important 

ministry as my two children Kaeden, 2, and Kiara, 7 months, are also coming up in the church.   

While I am taking on leadership of the group I am asking all to help me in this process. The growth and 

development of our youth is not a one person job. Like the saying goes ñit takes a villageé.ò I truly be-

lieve this!  I vow to provide as much encouragement as I can to assist in their flourishing personal and 

spiritual growth!  We must remember that with growth also comes change. As our entire parish is going 

through its change and ultimately growth as we have begun the search for our next rector, it is important 

to remember that all voices count! I look forward to hearing the voices of our youth ring out in our parish.   

Within our youth I am quickly learning that we have so many talents and gifts to call upon. I am hoping 

that we will allow an open space to witness these talents and gifts within the church walls and not  

restrict the change of times and technology of our youth to school and their immediate family home. Our 

open mind and willingness to listen is their future.   

Please help me to take care of our ñhomeò here at Christ Church.    Thank you for your love, prayers, and 

support as we begin our journey together!  Canôt wait to work with you all! 

Yours in Christ, 

Kathy Hannan 

 

 

Members of our Youth Group recently attended the Suffolk Archdeaconry Youth Rally at  
Caroline Church in Setauket.  Pictured with our Youth  (Kaileen, Jasmine, Annelise, Melanie, 
and Jesse) are Myra Garnes Shuler, Director Youth Ministry and Christian Formation, Youth 
Group Leader Kathy Hannan, and Bishop Larry Provenzano  
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Christmas Honor Roll  

The Reuthers   Kathleen Carhart          Libby Orr  

Speacht Family           Claire Runyon                Lynn Simmons 

Barbara Wilson  Martha Richardson       The Scalcos 

The Candeloras  The Langstones             Connie Hoernel    

Walls Family    The Johnstons      The DeBlasios  

The Cunninghams  The Hedstroms              Diane Reiners 

Slack Family   The Kaibles                Joseph 

Edwin Young   The Menchinis               Lucas Family 

The Drummonds  Szalza Family          The Palmieris 

The Kruse Family  The Cunninghams         Beryl Menger 

The Morales Family          The Hemendingers        The Scharfs  

Andrea Santangelo             Daria  Williams             Lee Falcone  

The Pilot Club of Babylon 

 

 

Thank you all for making our Christmas Outreach a 

wonderful success! 
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Diane L. DeBlasio 
February 3., 2011 
 Beginning a New Path  

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. Let your 
good spirit lead me on a level path. Psalm 143:10 

 

 
 

 
The snow-filled Bayard Cutting Arboretum was 
beautiful. The sun was out, the snow lined trees 
stood majestic against the backdrop of the blue 
sky. Sound was muffled by the two feet of snow, a 
gift from the recent back to back storms. 
 
It was a family outing during college break: my son 
and I were enjoying the Sunday afternoon at one of 
our favorite places to walk.  
 
The groundskeepers had been busy: the asphalt 
walkways were cleared of snow and salted, creat-
ing black ribbons through the white snow. We 
walked along the dry path, marveling how different 
favorite trees and bushes looked in the snow. A 
picture was taken of Mike by the bare cherry tree in 
the same spot he stood in the spring when it was 
full of white blossoms.  
 
All of a sudden our clear asphalt path stopped. We 
both knew that under the snow the walkway contin-
ued quite a long distance, but apparently the 
groundskeepers had their limits when clearing 
snow. 
 
We chose to continue on, to create a new path in 
the snow.  I let Mike go first ï he has bigger feet. I 
thought it would be easier to go through the deep 
snow if I had his foot prints to follow in. What I did-
nôt count on was that he also has a longer stride. I 
tried to keep up with the path he was making, and 
wound up face first in the snow. It was awkward 
getting back up, but the snow was light and easily 
brushed off. Mike graciously didnôt laugh at me. 
Well, at least not out loud. 
 
Going at our own individual paces, making our own 
paths, we continued our walk through the deep 
snow around the grounds. We spotted tracks of 
squirrels, rabbits, and deer, and where they visited 
when they came out of hiding. We wouldnôt have 
seen these if we had stayed on the asphalt. 
 
Our travels led us to a fork at the waterôs edge, 
where we had yet another choice presented to us: 
if we turned left, we would walk through a muddy 
trail, to the right was a fairly dry one. 
 

Muddy trail it was.  The trail followed around the 
river, to a quiet spot, where ice covered a large part 
of the water. We watched as two swan engaged in 
a turf war: a signet from the spring was being 
chased out of the area by a full-grown male. The 
signet took off, and then tried to land on the ice. It 
was an awesome controlled crash landing, as the 
large bird skidded along the ice until its spread out 
wings created enough friction to bring the startled 
signet to a stop. It sat for a moment, and then gin-
gerly waddled toward the edge of the ice, crashing 
through before it got to the end. Swinging its body 
back and forth, the signet broke through the thin ice 
like an ice breaking ship until it got back to the flow-
ing waters of the river. 
 
Eventually we found ourselves by the Rhododen-
dron bushes, which are so old they form a cave 
you walk under. They were beautifully covered with 
snow, and we looked in amazement at the leaves 
curled against the cold. 
 
A quiet path through the woods led us to a snow 
covered bridge, the stream running gently under-
neath.  
 
There was a total sense of peace to the day. 
 
Recently, I have been offered the opportunity to 
begin a new path in my Discernment Process. Re-
minded of the new snowy paths we made at the 
Arboretum, and where muddy trails which looked 
messy lead to amazing sites, I look forward to this 
new opportunity for adventure. Recalling the snowy 
fall I took, Iôll remember to go at my own pace, fo-
cusing on my own path, and not try to walk some-
one elseôs! 
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Annual Meeting Minutes 

January 9, 2011 

 
The meeting was called to order by Senior Warden Nora Seplavy at 9:30 a.m.  She led us in an opening prayer ñFor a Church 

Convention or Meetingò from the Book of Common Prayer.  Nora then gave a prayer for departed members of Christ Church 

who died in 2010, Dorothy Jane Hendricks and Charles Thomas Reichmann. 

The report of the nominating committee and the opening of the polls came next.  Nora read the following: The nomination 

of Warden for a 2 year term is Pat Morales.  Vestry members for a 3 year term each are Kristin Carter, Robert Cunningham, and 

Linda Slack.  There was one slot open on the vestry.  Nominations were asked for.  Since there were no nominations, a motion 

was made to recess and continue the meeting downstairs after the service.  The motion was made by Barbara Wilson and sec-

onded by Kristin Carter. 

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II  was celebrated with Father Stephen Peverley officiating. 

The Annual Meeting was resumed in the Parish Hall at 10 a.m., by Nora, after a continental breakfast.  

An appointment of the secretary, Aileen Reuther was made.  Tellers did not need to be appointed as the election was not con-

tested and thus they would not be needed.  

The Election of Vestry was the next order of business.  The polls had been open for more than one hour.  Nora asked if there 

were any nominations for the last remaining vacancy on the vestry and the answer was no.  Nora explained that one of our cur-

rently seated vestry members, Pat Morales, has stepped up to assume the warden position.  Vestryman Bob Norman, due to cir-

cumstances of employment, has resigned. That has left us with a second vacancy on the vestry.  Kristin Carter and Bob Cun-

ningham have agreed to ñreupò and Linda Slack has agreed to fill one of the two open spots.  The Vestry will be one position 

short until such time someone might step up to serve. If they did, they would serve until the next parish meeting and then would 

have to be up for election. Nora then ran through the slate one more time.  Martha Richardson made the motion to close the 

nominations for the Vestry and for the Secretary to cast one ballot for the Vestry slate. The motion was seconded by Jack 

Scharf.  The Secretary cast one unanimous vote. 

A motion was made to close the nomination for the election of the Warden by Kristin Carter and seconded by Martha 

Richardson.  The Secretary cast one unanimous vote for the election of Pat Morales for Warden. 

As for the Election of the Convention Delegates, Nora then asked Pat Morales to tell us about her experience as a delegate at 

the convention. Pat referred to her report on being a delegate. She was among many delegates from all over the Diocese, but 

noted she was the only one from Suffolk County at the dinner at her table.  She suggested that when nominations come up, it is 

a good experience.  The dates for this yearôs Convention are Friday, November 11th and Saturday, November 12th. We are enti-

tled to one delegate.  Nora asked for anyone interested in being a delegate.  Daria nominated Pat Morales and Nora seconded the 

nomination. The nomination was passed.  As an Alternate to the Convention, Bob Cunningham was nominated by Nora Seplavy 

and seconded by Daria Williams.  The nomination was passed unanimously. 

Acknowledgments were made by Nora.  Nora thanked Father Peverely.  He is a most faithful pastor even though we donôt 

have a permanent rector.  Everyone gave him a round of applause. It was hoped that he will continue with us and our new war-

den until we see where our path leads in the calling of a permanent rector.  Nora thanked Terry Kruse as she pulled together all 

the pages of reports for the meeting. Everyone gave Terry a round of applause.  Nora thanked all the folks who brought food for 

the breakfast, helped with setup and clean up.  She also thanked the vestry who week to week is the person on duty.  They come 

in, open the building, the bathrooms, and make sure the heat is on, all saving the people about $1200 dollars, what is what we 

used to pay a sexton.  She put a challenge to the rest of us that maybe someone would like to help out with this job.  If so, see 

the warden.  Nora then asked for any other acknowledgements. Pat Morales wanted to thank Jeanine Candelora and all the other 

women as well as the children who did the Chinese auction.   Daria Williams acknowledged the departure of Nora as a vestry 

member and thanked her for the wonderful job she did as a warden. She told us that the Vestry had previously given her a bas-

ket of wine which she is thoroughly enjoying. Suzanne Tenn acknowledged Celeste Scalco for all of her hard work with Out-

reach.  Daria thanked John Koehler, Kevin Cruze, Edwin Young, Peter Silvestri, and Mike Walls for keeping the financial tasks 

of the church in order.  

A motion was made to waive the reading of the Annual Minutes of 2010.  It was agreed to by Scott Kruse and Celeste 

Scalco seconded it. Everyone was in favor. 

The Senior warden, Nora Seplavy, made her address.  Nora read her report, a copy of which is attached.  She apologized if 

she left anyone out. She added that the young people also had a sleep over and a vigil on Good Friday and they want to do it 

again. She said that at this time there are not too many shut in folks for the Eucharistic Ministers to visit.  The financial area is 

very similar to what was said last year, unfortunately. Canon Brewer was met with in July of 2010, not 2011.  Also, it is Canon 
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Betit, not Befit.  Nora then went back to paragraph where she thanked Daria and Pat.  She shared that she was at dinner with her 

brother who is a retired priest and he was explaining what Nora does as a warden.  He said that one of the hardest jobs in the 

church is to be the senior warden in a parish that does not have permanent clergy.  While it is not an easy job, Nora said that 

Daria will do a wonderful job. 

Parish reports were addressed next.  Nancy Hemendinger, the Minister of Music, acknowledged the work of the choir.  They 

are always looking for more sopranos.  She especially acknowledged Andrew Morrison at the Christmas Eve service as well as 

the other guests at the services, which she mentions in her report.  The Childrenôsô Service was wonderful. Kailey Tenn played a 

lovely prelude.  Kaileen Langstone, who has a beautiful voice, helped out.  She would like to try to incorporate more children 

into the singing and will ask the parents first before approaching the kids. She is always thinking about next year and she is at-

tuned to our comments and recommendations. 

Scott Kruse said thank you to Nancy for all of her patience at choir practice.  John Koehler mentioned that the choir has a lot of 

fun doing what they do. He jokingly said he doesnôt know why we donôt have more people in the choir since we have so much 

fun. Kristin Carter added that anyone can join. 

Celeste Scalco spoke on behalf of Outreach and has heard that we want to do more. She is looking for ideas and if anyone has 

any please call her or call Terry at the church office. She is contemplating getting in touch with Habitat for Humanity and maybe 

pursuing that.  Please let her know the interest level.  She is also thinking about an interest in an organ donation project. 

Mike Walls spoke on behalf of Stewardship.  He will bring back the bulletin board with specific things that can be bought or 

donated to the church and he will try to be more specific with the needs.  If you havenôt picked up pledge envelopes, they are in 

the narthex.  If havenôt turned in a pledge card, it is not too late.  They are in the office.  He encouraged members to please feel 

free to pray on a pledge and submit it. 

Nora asked if anyone else cared to comment.  No one else did. 

 

Daria Williams highlighted the Financial Report.  The blank by salaries was done intentionally.  There is only a deficit of 

about $2,252 for the year.  What has to be remembered is there is no full time rector, no youth minister; we didnôt use the funds 

for search committee.  We have tried to curtail expenses.  Daria thanked Bob Cunningham for showing us where we can tighten 

up and prevent waste. There was a question on profit and loss for 2010.  Linda Slack asked about VBS showing a loss.  It is 

really a profit of $165.53 (it is a negative expense). We had split the profit with St. Peterôs Church. 

Daria thanked the Finance Committee. They had met about 5 times and she acknowledged the members. She summarized the 

finance committee report for 2010.  The Trust fund records before were a bit disorganized.  They went over funds that we had, 

organized them, designated from undesignated funds were identified. These can only be changed if we go back to the donor and 

that canôt always be done.  Only supposed to use income from those investments for mission and ministry, but we have had to 

use them for operating expenses in the past.  Diane Deblasio has been in a course with Bishop Provensano and he really doesnôt 

want them used for that. It was mentioned that when Canon Betit sees the financial picture for calling a full time priest, he may 

think we cannot afford a full time priest.  This is going to be a big factor in whether we move forward in calling a full time, or 

part time, priest. The pie chart is important in showing this. We appreciate people going out and buying things we need.  Daria 

asked for any questions and there werenôt any. 

Daria talked about the proposed budget.  It reflects a full time priest with a full package for one half year.  Looking forward 

to 2012, we would have a double deficit.  She asked if there were any questions on the budget.  There were not any. 

A Second ballot for election of vestry was not necessary. 

Nora asked if there was any old business. There was none. 

Nora asked if there was any new business.  Daria mentioned the following events.  Mardi Gras is set for the Saturday before 

Lent begins, March 5th. She asked if anyone would like to be part of that committee to see Terry in the church office. The High 

Tea is scheduled for May 1st.  If anyone is interested in working on that, please step up.   The Spring Fair is scheduled for May 

14th. Barbara Wilson asked about the garage sale aspect and Daria said we did include that and that it worked well. 

Nora asked if there was any other information and there was none. 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was asked for and made by Scott Kruse.  It was seconded by Martha Richardson.  Everyone 

was in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Aileen Reuther, 

Clerk of the Vestry 
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Senior Wardenôs Report to the Annual Parish Meeting of Christ Church, Babylon 

Sunday, January 9, 2011 

 

First of all, let me thank you all for your continued support during another year of change and challenge/opportunity at Christ 

Church.  The support of the vestry, the paid staff, our tireless volunteers, and the people who gather together for worship, prayer, 

study, and fellowship in this parish is essential to the wardens, particularly during a period of clergy vacancy.  Thanks! 

Our underlying theme for the year 2011 was ñStep it Up.ò  The intention of this theme was to get us all thinking in terms of step-

ping up our commitment to Christ Church in terms of time, talent, and treasure.  Many of you have stepped forward to help in 

numerous ways.  Some of you have made the commitment to increase your weekly/annual financial pledge. Others have donated 

not only to all of our Outreach opportunities, but also to our requests for donations of items for building and grounds, office sup-

plies, cleaning supplies, kitchen supplies, etc.  This has made it possible for us to trim our budgeted expenses in some of these 

areas.  Many of you have also volunteered to help with Sunday school, adult education,Vacation Bible School, our various fund 

raising events, spring and fall clean-up days, office helpers, as well as keeping your commitments to the various parish groups-

vestry, Sunday School, adult education, choir, altar guild, acolytes, lay readers, counters, coffee hour helpers, and greeters. 

During Lent 2010 every Wednesday evening we met for fellowship, study, and prayer.  Led by Kevin Kruze, we discussed the 

meaning of ñGive Us this Day our Daily Bread.ò We shared a simple meal of bread, often home-baked, and soup before the dis-

cussions and ended the evening with Compline.  Unfortunately, we were unable to maintain a full schedule of nightly Evening 

Prayer in the chapel during Lent. 2010  We just did  not  have the ñperson powerò to carry on the tradition  Diane DeBlasio led 

the Stations of the Cross on one Friday evening during Lent. Holy Eucharist was celebrated on Maundy Thursday evening.  The 

Watch before the Altar of Repose was held throughout the night on Maundy Thursday. On Good Friday morning and evening 

services were held.  Easter Sunday itself was a day of great celebration of the Risen Lord!   

During Lent on Sunday mornings, Nora Seplavy conducted a class for children instructing them about the Holy Eucharist.  On 

Pentecost Sunday, children who had attended the class were recognized.  Although the Episcopal Church does not have a rite of 

First Holy Communion since all Christians are full members of the body of Christ and able to receive communion from the time 

of Baptism, it was the first time that some of the children in the class received communion.   

In the Spring, Nora also held a class for adults preparing them for Confirmation.  We studied the Creeds, the Baptismal Covenant 

and explored the Catechism.  We also discussed how each of these relates to the other to form the outline for our faith formation.  

Diane DeBlasio also led a session for the class on the Book of Common Prayer. Two adults, Pat Morales and Bob Cunningham 

were confirmed in June by Bishop Provenzano at the Cathedral of the Incarnation.  Don Candelora also attended the classes and 

will be confirmed at a future date when his son is confirmed as well. 

In May, we held our Spring Fair.  Thanks to Don Candelora and his crew of willing workers for making this event a success both 

in terms of finances and fellowship!  This event was moved from the fall to the spring and we have decided to continue the fair 

as a spring event.  So, stay tuned for details for this yearôs Spring Fair.  

During the Spring, our young people along with a group of youth from St. Peterôs began preparing for the summer 2010 VBS.  

Thanks to Linda Slack, Mo. Vivian Lam (curate at St. Peterôs, Bay Shore), the youth of our parish and the youth of St. Peterôs, 

and the parents from both groups for pulling together to make this yearôs program our best ever VBS!  Held in August, this 

yearôs theme centered on the Old Testament story of Joseph.  We so enjoyed the sets and props that we are still using them in the 

Square Hall and Sunday School areas.  The children who attended had a wonderful and rewarding experience thanks to the talent 

and time of so many people across a wide range of age groups. Thank you all!!! 

During July, Diane DeBlasio led us on weekly hikes from Robert Moses Field 5 to the lighthouse and back to the beach.  She led 

us in the final office of the day, Compline, as the sun set for four Wednesday evenings in July.  It was an exhilarating experience 

and we thank Diane for being willing to lead us on yet another spiritual journey! 

In September we welcomed the Sunday School back into session. John Scharf continues to teach grades 1-6. Nancy Maloney 

continues to lead our pre-K and Kindergarten. We thank those of you who entrust your children to us for education on Sunday 

mornings.   Nancy and John, along with support from Nancy Hemendinger, Daria Williams, and Kaileen Langstone did a won-

derful job once again coordinating and leading the Christmas Pageant at the afternoon service on Christmas Eve. 

In October, we moved the Chinese Auction back to Christ Church for the first time in a few years.  Thanks to Jeanine Candelora, 

Pat Morales, Genie Scharf, Andrea Santangelo and Barbara Wilson for serving on the committee which organized this very suc-

cessful event.  Thanks also to Cindy Dreher who made the beautiful centerpieces for the tables, which also served as special 

prizes at the end of the evening!   
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We moved our Stewardship campaign back to later in the fall again this year. We thank Mike Walls for coordinating the Stew-

ardship program and brunch. We also thank the many who contributed to composing the stewardship letter which went out to 

the congregation. 

The Advent season ushered in a new series of Wednesday night Pot Luck Suppers followed by discussions about the Catechism, 

particularly that portion which centers on the Creed and specifically on the incarnation.  Thanks once again to Kevin Kruze who 

led the discussions and coordinated the delicious dinners. 

Our services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day were joyful and spiritually fulfilling.  Thank you to all- the clergy, the choir, 

the Altar Guild, the office staff, the acolyte staff, the greeters, those who help decorate, and all those who I probably failed to 

mention, who make feast days at Christ Church truly festive!   

I am pleased that Diane DeBlasio continues on the path to discern her calling to ordained ministry.  We thank Diane for all she 

does for us:  visiting the sick and shut-in, leading the All Soulsô Evening Worship, leading the Stations of the Cross during Lent, 

leading the Prayer Books and Hiking Boots series last July, and lending spiritual guidance to our wardens and vestry.  Thank 

you and God bless you on your road to ordination, Diane! 

Although we have been without the benefit of full-time clergy since Mid-August of 2008, we have continued to celebrate the 

Eucharist together every Sunday at both 8:00 and 10:00 am.  We have also been able to hold weddings and funerals at Christ 

Church, rather than having to send people to neighboring parishes. This is in large part due to the willingness of Father Stephen 

Peverley to continue to serve as our regular supply priest throughout this period.  We cannot thank him enough for all he has 

done to make things run smoothly during this period. I look forward to continuing to work with him for as long as he is willing 

to work with us until such time as we are ready and able to call permanent clergy to serve at Christ Church.  I also thank our 

Eucharistic visitors who continue to bring Holy Communion to our shut-ins and hospital-bound on a regular basis.  Our Eucha-

ristic Visitors and other members of the parish have also been very faithful in visiting parishioners in the hospital and at the time 

of death. I thank you on behalf of this congregation and on behalf of all those to whom you minister. 

One of our biggest areas of challenge during the next year remains as it has for the last several years in the financial area.  Just as 

a lot of our parish families continue to struggle financially, so does the church.  Due to the state of the economy, our investment 

income is not what it was before the economic downturn in the fall of 2008.  It will take us some time to recoup our losses. As 

we have explained before,  running the church is much like running a homeé..a large homeéit costs a lot to keep it warm/cool, 

keep the lights on, maintain the necessary insurance, do the needed maintenance and repairs, etc. etc.   

It was with heavy hearts that the vestry found it necessary to request our paid employees take a 10% cut in base pay in 2010, as 

well as forfeiting the small continuing education allotments we had been providing previous to that Although we have not made 

any salary cuts in the proposed 2011 budget, salaries also have not been increased and it is not possible to restore the continuing 

education line to the budget in 2011.  .   

As you all have been informed, we first met with Canon Richard Brewer in July of this year to begin the Self-study and Search 

processes in the expectation of being able to call a rector in 2011. In September we conducted profile questionnaire meetings 

and also conducted an information sharing meeting The Self-study Committee worked long and diligently on the profile docu-

ment.  The committee is still doing some editing on the document especially in terms of how to present the financial picture.  As 

soon as it is complete, it will be submitted to Canon John Befit the new Canon to the Ordinary and the person in charge of tran-

sition ministry.  He will review it and make suggestions for any changes which he may think would enhance the final document.  

Once he approves it, the document will be posted on our website and will be shared with potential candidates.  In the next cou-

ple of weeks, I will be calling a meeting of those folks who have agreed to be a part of the next phase of the process, the Search 

Committee.  This is the group who will review r®sum®s, interview candidates, and make recommendations of a ñshort listò of 

realistic possibilities to the vestry.   

As I leave my term as warden, I thank all of you who have supported me, my fellow warden and vestry over the course of the 

last year.  I pass the ñgavelò on to Daria Williams who will lead you for the next several years, and I thank her for all she has 

done for this parish up to this point and all that she will continue to do as she leads you into the future.  I thank Pat Morales for 

stepping up to accept a wardenôs position.  Pat will bring new enthusiasm to the job!  My prayers will be with them and the en-

tire vestry as together they make decisions that will impact this congregation for years to come.  

No report this year would be complete without expressing my deepest sympathy to Jean Reichmann and her family on the recent 

death of my fellow vestryman, tireless worker on behalf of this parish, and friend, Tom Reichmann.  May he rest in peace. 

 

Peace, 

Nora Seplavy, Sr. Warden 
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The Womenôs Commission in the Diocese of Long Island seeks to raise awareness issues affecting 

women and girls through prayer, study and education by focusing the attention of the Diocese on the implications of the Baptis-

mal Covenantôs commitment to ñrespect the dignity of every human beingò in seeking justice for women and girls locally, na-

tionally and internationally. 

 

Work of the Commission includes: 

¶ Participation in 16 days of activism against gender violence campaign 

¶ Presentation and DVD ñPray the Devil Back to Hellò at Diocesan Convention 

¶ Beijing Circles program 

¶ Sending delegates to the UN Commission on the Status of Women 

¶ Spring event with Eucharist and speaker 

 

For more information contact: 

Kim Robey krobey1@gmail.com 

www.dioceselongisland.org/wcomm 

 

 

 

Diocesan Sponsored Ecumenical 

Life in the Spirit 

Seminar 
 

The óLife In The Spiritô Seminars are designed to take the basic message of Christianity and to pro-

claim it anew so that those who hear it can make a renewed commitment to the Lord in a way which 

will allow them to receive a fuller experience of the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives.  

 

Dates:  Sundays, beginning March 6, 2011  

Time :  7:00pm -  9:00pm  

Cost :   $20.00 for materials  

Location:   St. Markôs Episcopal Church 

  754 Montauk Highway, Islip, NY  11751 -3696  

 

Please RSVP by February 6, 2011 to:  

ebumblefly@aol.com  

or  

Ginny Apmann 631 -751 -0299  

Erdine Marshall 631 -589 -4401  

 

Refreshments provided  

 

Please join us for this 8 week study exploring the  

new life in the Holy Spirit 
 

 

 

 

Around the Diocese . . .  
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Amy 

Carmen 

Cathleen 

Charlie 

Chris 

Diane 

Edwin 

Eileen 

Eric 

Glenn 

Harry 

Ian 

Janice 

Jean 

Jenny 

Joe 

Kathy 

Matt 

Megan 

Missy 

Rich 

Robert 

Rose 

Shannon 

Sharon 

Sunny 

Terry 

Thomas 

Toni 

Happy Birthday to:  

Kathy & Bob Cunningham 
June & Tom Shepard 

Martha & Fred Speacht 

Happy Anniversary to:  

We Pray for the Repose of the Souls of 
Silvio (Tony) Orlandi and Phyllis Ellen Tarr 

 
We pray for the safety of our Men and Women in 

 the Armed Forces of the United States 
 

We pray for the United States of America 
 

         In Our Parish Family 

Flowers 
 December 5  ........  Gertrude Krol 
 December 12  ........  Lilly Madden  
 December 19  ........  Lilly Madden 
 December 25  ........  Bud Runyon 
 January 2  ........  Ada Martin 
 January 9  ........  Phyllis Ellen Tarr 
 January 23  ........  Joan Reiners  
 January 30  ........  Alex Calandra 
 February 6  ........  Kathleen B. Fishel 
 February 13  ........  Tom Reichmann 
  
Bread 
 December 26  ........  Jennie Zawyrucha 
 January 2  ........  Lillian Pavlov 
 January 30  ........  celebrating Helen Reginaôs 
             birthday 
 February 6  ........  John Howard Williams 
 
Wine 
 December 26  ........  Jennie Zawyrucha 
 January 9  ........  Cal Fifer 
 January 30  ........  celebrating Helen Reginaôs 
             Birthday 
 February 6  ........  Robert M. Wilson 
 February 13  ........  Edna Smith 
 
Candles 
 January 16  ........  Pauline Kane 
 January 30  ........  Marguerite Hall 
 February 20  ........  Ida Brunkhorst 
  
Sanctuary Lamp 
 January 16  ........  Vivian A. Wilson 
 January 23  ........  Suzanne Lawrence 
 February 13  ........  John Howard Williams 
 February 27  ........  Charles Cunningham 

Thomas Walsh 

Han Hanway 

Libby Orr 

Megan Scharf 

John Koehler 

Elizabeth Kuveke 

Julia Kaible 

Beryl Menger 

Gloria Johnston 

Clara Runyon 

Nora Seplavy 

Scott Kruse 

Mike Walls 

Bob Dreher 

Christopher Scharf 

Keith Hannan 

Dennis Thomas 

Peter Conner 

Ryan Vollmer 

Thomas Langstone 

Darby Dreher 

Brynn Scharf 

Helen Regina 

Bob Seplavy 

Andrea Santangelo 

Daria Williams 

Celeste Scalco 

Sally Wilson 

Jason Dluginski 

Erica Dluginski 

Michael Malone 

Kailey Tenn 

Miles Thomas 

Wyatt Thomas 

March 2011 

Sunday, February 27  
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(The FINANCIAL piece of Time, Talent and Treasure)  

August income: Pledges (envelopes) $ 5,717   

  Weekly plate (non-envelopes) 781   

  Building rental 70   

 Blessings Box 38  

Total income--August    $6,606 

    

August expenses     $11,458 

 

Shortfall for month of August     ($ 4,852) 

 

Shortfall for 2009 through August 31   ($31,879) 

 

So, where do we stand financially? 

 

As of the end of August, our expenses for the year exceed our 

income by almost $32,000.  Where do we find that $32,000?  

 

Did we get a bailout?  Well, in a sense, YES.  We are fortunate 

to have had endowments�² funds left to us by former parish-

ioners in their bequests in their estates.  But, that fund is 

quickly being depleted.  In 2007 and 2008, the funds were depleted by approximately 

$80,000 each year.  The endowments are  not going to last us much longer.   

 

But, it is time now for our current parishioners to bail ourselves out by generous giving 

to the parish.  We can close our gap between expenses and income by your commitment 

to our parish and a strong financial pledge. 

 


